
BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 

beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God." 
John i : i.    "Who being in the form of 
God thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God."    Phil. 2:6.    A man's word 
is always equal with himself.    There is a 
saying that "A man ought to be as good 
as his word."    He is;   and   the  proverb 
should be, "A man's word should be as 
good as himself."    God's word is always 
good.    It is.not yea and   nay,   but  it is 
"Yea and amen ;" and Christ is the same 
yesterday and to-day and forever. 

Sometimes we sing : 

"Could we but climb where Moses stood, 
And view the landscape o'er ; 

Not Jordan's waves nor death's cold flood, 
Should fright us from the shore." 

But I would not exchange views with 
Moses. He saw only through the dim 
distance, and was onlypermitted to look 
after the Lord when he had passed; "but 
we all, with open face, beholding as in a 
glass, the glory of the Lord, are changed 
into the same image from glory to glory, 
even as by the Spirit of the Lord." II 
Cor. 3 : 18. "For God who commanded 
the light to shine out of darkness, hath 
shined in our hearts, to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ." II Cor. 4: 6. 
What a glorious revelation. 
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STRAY THOUGHTS. 

J.  L.  GILL1N. 

"What do our churches need to make 
them alive and prosperous ?" asks some 
one. Two things, viz., study of the Bi- 
ble and conscientious, earnest personal 
work with lost men for their surrender to 

Jesus. 
While our church may be as far ad- 

vanced as any in the study of God's 
Word, it is not enough alive to its respon- 
sibility in that line. We have rejected all 
creeds, and have taken the Bible as our 
"only rule of faith and practice,"and yet 
the ignorance that is prevalent among our 
brethren and sisters concerning God's 
Word is appalling and damning. 

We claim to represent the Gospel, the 
whole Gospel and nothing but the Gospel, 
and yet it is true that two-thirds of our 
members know not enough of the Bible to 
repeat a single whole chapter of it con- 
secutively, and fully one-half cannot tell 
its' scripture incidents and parables with 
any decent degree of accuracy. How 
can we represent Christ to the world 
without knowing how Christ lived, and 
what he said, and what the Holy Spirit 
inspired men to write ? 

Most of our older nembers have a few 
stock quotations—generally misquoted— 

that they always are repeating when the 
minister is around, or  when  they think 
necessity demands of them a display of 
Bible knowledge, which become as stale 
as some people's old, worn-out, frazzle- 
edged, baggy-kneed prayers,  which   the 
devil uses to kill prayer-meetings.    And 
yet men will excuse their lack of Bible 
knowledge.    They are members in good 
standing in the church—so says the let- 
ters by which we commend them to a sis- 
ter church,—yet they could not tell for 
their life whether the book of Galatians is 
in the   Old,   or in the  New Testament. 
How can such people be at peace with 
God, not knowing his will ? 

The second requisite—personal  effort 
to save men—is in a worse plight than Bi- 
ble study.    Why do our members not talk 
to people about their souls, if they love 
them as they claim ?    If we are   Chris- 
tians, we should be what the early Chris- 
tisns were, witnesses for Christ.    There 
is a large majority of Christians who nev- 
er show men that they are interested in 
their  eternal welfare.      No   wonder  the 
church doesn't grow faster, if the mem- 
bers sit down and do nothing for men as 
soon as converted.    Let us awake, arise, 
and put on our strength.    Let us read our 
creed,—the   Bible,   and  we   shall   know 
something   to   say to   lost men.    Let  us 
then, after getting our minds stored with 
God's Word of power go out and work 
for God.    Spiritual inactivity kills just as 
surely as physical; 

If our loved church is to become a 
power in God's hands, we must learn, and 
learn quickly these two Gospel truths. 
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TRY PERSONAL WORK. 

In every congregation there are souls 
who have been tarrying at the threshold 
for a long time. They are moral, thought- 
ful and earnest, but not religious. They 
have not hitherto been moved to conse- 
crate themselves to Christ by the public 
services of the-church, either ordinary or 
extraordinary. What remains to be done 
for them yet? 

We have an answer in three words: 
"Try personal work." Goto them after 
diligent effort to put yourself in working 
mood, and after assuring yourself that you 
are ih touch with Him who alone can 
"give the increase." Seek a fitting sea- 
son, and tenderfully,prayerfully, anxious- 
ly lay before them your sense of their 
duty and their danger. Seek to get the 
approval of their judgment and to ally 
yourself with their conscience. 

With tact, with delicate consideration, 
in the spirit of Christ, in earnestness of 
soul, deal with them as you would want 
some courageous and faithful man or wo- 
man to deal with you in similar straits.— 
Bible Reader. 

"LUCK." 

The boy who is always wishing 
That this or that might be, 

But never tries his mettle, 
Is the boy that's bound to see 

His plans all come to failure, 
His hopes end in defeat; 

For that's what comes when wishing 
And working fail to meet. 

The boy who wishes this thing 
Or that thing with a will 

That spurs him on to action, 
And keeps him trying still 

When eflort meets with failure, 
Will some day surely win ; 

For he works out what he wishes, 
And that's were "luck'' comes in! 

The "luck" that I believe in 
Is that which comes with work, 

And no one ever finds it 
Who's content to wish and shirk. 

The men the world calls "lucky " 
Will tell you, every one, 

That success comes not with wishing, 
But by hard work, bravely done. 

—Eben E. Rcxford. 

LOST EVERYTHING. 

IS.   C.   MOOMAW. 

Chapter 1. 

"Mary, we ha/e lost everything," said 
Mr. Mansfield to his wife one evening, as 
he staggered into the house looking pale 
and haggard. "Everything is swept away, 
and we are destitute ; we are undone." 

"It is sad news," replied his wife with 
a distressed look. "I do not see how we 
are ever to hold up our heads again. Dear 
me, how can we get along without the good 
reputation we have always enjoyed among 
our neighbors. We will have to go where 

we are not known." 
"I did not mean to say that my repu- 

tation is gone," said her husband. 
"Thank God, that at least is safe. I en- 
joy the esteem and respect-of my neigh- 
bors as much as ever." 

"Well, truly, that is some comfort," 
replied Mrs. Mansfield, "but your char- 
acter, William, how will you ever recover 

that ?" 
''What do you mean, Mary? No one 

has dared to impeach my character, nor 
is there any just reason that anyone 
should. By God's grace, I have held fast 
my integrity. My conscience is clear, 
and my record unstained. I can't under- 
stand why you talk as ycu do." 

"But, I am so distressed," replied his 
wife, "that you have lost your religion, 
lost your soul ; Oh William ! William !" 
and here the good lady broke down and 
began to sob like a child. 

"Mary, what in the world has come 
over you,"exclaimed Mr. Mansfield, now 
really alarmed.    "Who told  you that I 


